DIVINE LITURGY VARIABLES FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2023
TONE 5 / EOTHINON 8
SUNDAY BEFORE THEOPHANY OF CHRIST, WHICH FALLS ON THE
APODOSIS (LEAVE-TAKING) OF THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST
JOSEPH THE BETROTHED, DAVID THE PROPHET AND KING, AND
JAMES THE BROTHER OF GOD
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Verse 2. The Lord will send Thee the scepter of
power from Zion: ‘Rule in the midst of Thine
enemies.’

Verse 3. With Thee is dominion of the day of Thy
birth, in the radiance of holiness.

Refrain {Troparion of the Birth of Christ}: Thy
Nativity, O Christ our God, has shone to the world the
light of wisdom! For by it, those who worshipped the
stars were taught by a star to adore Thee, the Sun of
Righteousness. And to know Thee, the Orient from on
high. O Lord, Glory to Thee!
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EISODIKON (ENTRANCE HYMN) OF THE
APODOSIS OF THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST
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From the womb before the morning star have I
begotten Thee. The Lord hath sworn, and He will not
repent; thou art a priest forever according to the order
of Melchizedek. Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen
from the dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.
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RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE 5
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Let us believers praise and worship the Word;
coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of the
Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in
ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer death; and
to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection.
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world the light of wisdom! For by it, those who
worshipped the stars were taught by a star to
adore Thee, the Sun of Righteousness. And to
know Thee, the Orient from on high. O Lord,
Glory to Thee!
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APOLYTIKION OF SUNDAY AFTER
THE NATIVITY IN TONE TWO
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Proclaim, O Joseph, to David, the grandparent of
God, the amazing wonders; for thou hast seen a
Virgin great with child; for with the shepherds thou
didst give glory, with the Magi thou didst worship,
and by the angel it was revealed to thee. Wherefore,
plead thou with Christ God to save our souls.
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APOLYTIKION OF ST. GEORGE IN TONE FOUR

As deliverer of captives and
defender of the poor, healer of the
infirm, champion of kings:
Victorious Great Martyr George,
intercede with Christ our God, for
our souls’ salvation.
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KONTAKION OF THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST IN
TONE THREE (**The original melody**)
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On this day the Virgin beareth the Transcendent
in Essence; * to the Unapproachable, * the earth
doth offer a small cave; * Angels join in choir
with shepherds * in giving glory; * with a star
the Magi travel upon their journey; * for our
sakes is born a young Child, * He Who existed *
before the ages as God.
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EPISTLE for the Sunday before Theophany
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Let all the earth worship You, and sing to You. (Psalm 65:4)
Shout with joy to God, all the earth. (Psalm 65:1)
The Reading is from St. Paul’s Second Letter to Timothy
(4:5-8)

Timothy, my son, always be steady, endure suffering,
do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. For I am
already on the point of being sacrificed; the time of my
departure has come. I have fought the good fight, I have
finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is
laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the Righteous Judge, will award to me on that Day, and not
only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.
Priest: Peace be to you reader.

Reader: And to your spirit.
(Refrain) Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
verse: The heavens declare the glory of God and the
firmament proclaims the work of His hands. (Psaim 18:1)
(Refrain) Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
verse: Day to day pours forth speech and night to night
proclaims knowledge. (Psalm 18:2)
(Refrain) Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
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GOSPEL for the Sunday before Theophany
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The reading from the Holy Gospel
according to St. Mark (1:1-8)

The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the
Son of God. As it is written in Isaiah the
prophet, “Behold, I send my messenger before
thy face, who shall prepare thy way; the voice
of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way
of the Lord, make his paths straight.” John the
Baptizer appeared in the wilderness, preaching
a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins. And there went out to him all the country
of Judea, and all the people of Jerusalem; and
they were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins. Now John was clothed
with camel’s hair, and had a leather girdle
around his waist, and ate locusts and wild
honey. And he preached, saying, “Afier me
comes He Who is mightier than I, the strap of
Whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down
and untie. I have baptized you with water; but
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
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o The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues with the following

variables.
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Magnify, O my soul, her who hath delivered us
from the curse. Being well content, out of fear, to
be silent would be easier, since silence hath no
danger. O Virgin, it is hard to compose hymns
with love framed in harmony, but we pray thee, O
Mother: Do thou grant us strength as great as our
volition.
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OF CHRIST IN TONE EIGHT
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(Refrain) The Lord hath sent redemption to His people. Loglly aaadd 218 &30 &jj 38

(Verse) He hath enjoined His covenant forever; holy and terrible

is His name. (Refrain)

(Verse) The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; and all
they that foster this have a good understanding. (Refrain)

(Verse) His praise abideth unto ages of ages. (Refiain)

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

o After Communion, instead of singing “We have seen the true light”, sing the Festal

Apolytikion: “Thy Nativity, O Christ.”

APOLYTIKION OF THE NATIVITY OF
CHRIST IN TONE FOUR
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Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, has shone to the
world the light of wisdom! For by it, those who
worshipped the stars were taught by a star to adore
Thee, the Sun of Righteousness. And to know
Thee, the Orient from on high. O Lord, Glory to
Thee!
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