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Welcome to St. George! Thank you for aƩending today’s Divine Services. If you are a first-
Ɵme visitor, please register your visit by compleƟng the guest book located in the narthex. 
We would appreciate geƫng to meet you aŌer liturgy, so feel free to join us during Coffee 
Fellowship! Every Sunday we remember the ResurrecƟon of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. The word “Liturgy” means work of the people that means everyone parƟcipates 
through singing, praying, hearing the teaching, and opening our hearts to allow God’s 
grace to enter. Anyone interested in learning more about our faith are encouraged to 
speak with one of our clergy. 
Guidelines for Receiving Holy Communion for Orthodox ChrisƟans: Orthodox ChrisƟans 
fully parƟcipate in the celebraƟon of the Eucharist by receiving Holy Communion in fulfill‐
ment of Christ’s command to eat His Body and drink His Blood. In order to be properly pre‐
pared to receive Holy Communion, the faithful should fast (no food or drink from midnight 
the night before), the Sacrament of Confession (7 years and older) within the last 2 
months, being at peace with others, and striving to always love God and their neighbor. 
Frequent communion and regular confession are recommended for all faithful Orthodox 
ChrisƟans. 
For other ChrisƟans: We welcome you to this celebraƟon of the Divine Liturgy. Unfortu‐
nately  we cannot extend to you a general invitaƟon to receive Holy Communion. Ortho‐
dox ChrisƟan’s believe that the Eucharist is an acƟon of the celebraƟng community signify‐

SATURDAY:  VESPER SERVICE @ 400 P.M.  

SUNDAY:  ORTHROS @ 8:50 A.M. -  DIVINE LITURGY @ 10:00 A.M.  

CONFESSION BY APPOINTMENT 

December 15, 2024 



 

 

Ing a oneness in faith, life, and worship of our community. RecepƟon of the Eucharist by 
ChrisƟans not fully united with us would imply a oneness which does not yet exist, but for 
which we must all pray. All, however, are welcome to partake of the blessed bread 
(anƟdoron) which will be given when coming forward to venerate (kiss) the Holy Cross and 
receive the final blessing from the priest. Again, welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hieromartyr Eleutherios, bishop of Illyria &  

Sunday of the Forefathers (Ancestors) of Christ Martyr  

Anthia, mother of Eleutherios; Venerable Paul of Latra  

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE EIGHT 

 From the heights Thou didst descend, O compassionate One, and Thou didst submit to the 
three-day burial, that Thou might deliver us from passion; Thou art our life and our Resur‐
recƟon, O Lord, glory to Thee.  

APOLYTIKION OF THE FOREFATHERS IN TONE TWO 

 Thou hast jusƟfied by faith the ancient Forefathers, and through them Thou hast gone be‐
fore and betrothed unto Thyself the Church of the GenƟles. Let the saints, therefore, take 
pride in glory; for from their seed sprouted forth a noble fruit, and it was she who gave 
birth to Thee without seed. Wherefore, by their pleadings, O Christ God, save our souls.  

APOLYTIKION OF ST. ELEUTHERIOS OF ILLYRIA IN TONE FIVE 

 Being comely adorned in thy sacred priestly robes and newly drenched with the streams of 
thy pure and sancƟfied blood,  thou didst soar aloŌ to stand before thy Master, Christ; * 
hence never cease to intercede  for those honoring with faith thy mighty and blessed con‐
test,  thou overthrower of Satan, O wise and blessed Eleutherios.  

TROPARIAN OF ST. GEORGE IN TONE FOUR  

As deliverer of captives and defender of the poor, healer of the infirm, champion of kings, 
Victorious Great Martyr George, intercede with Christ our God for our souls’ salvation. 

KONTAKION OF PREPARATION OF CHRIST’S NATIVITY IN TONE THREE 

On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth to God the Word ineffably,  Who was 
before all the ages.  Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing  the gladsome Ɵdings; with the An‐
gels and the shepherds now glorify Him  Who is willing to be gazed on  as a young Child 
Who  before the ages is God. 



 

 

  THE EPISTLE 

(For St. Eleutherios) 

 Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saint. What shall we render unto the 
Lord for all that He hath rendered unto us? The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul 
to St. Timothy. (1:8-18) Timothy, my son, do not be ashamed then of tesƟfying to our Lord, 
nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel in the power of God, Who 
saved us and called us with a holy calling, not in virtue of our works but in virtue of his 
own purpose and the grace which he gave us in Christ Jesus ages ago, and now has mani‐
fested through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, Who abolished death and brought 
life and immortality to light through the gospel. For this gospel was appointed a preacher 
and apostle and teacher, and therefore I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know 
Whom I have believed, and I am sure that He is able to guard unƟl that Day what has been 
entrusted to me. Follow the paƩern of the sound words which you have heard from me, in 
the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus; guard the truth that has been entrusted to you 
by the Holy Spirit Who dwells within us. You are aware that all who are in Asia turned 
away from me, and among them Phygelos and Hermogenes. May the Lord grant mercy to 
the household of Onesiphoros, for he oŌen refreshed me; he was not ashamed of my 
chains, but when he arrived in Rome he searched for me eagerly and found me. May the 
Lord grant him to find mercy from the Lord on that Day and you well know all the service 
he rendered at Ephesus. 

 

 
 كʦȄʛٌَ بȑّʙَƔ ʧَْʽَِ الʛَّبِّ مʨَْتُ Ǽارِّهِ.

ُؗلِّ ما أعʢَْانا؟  ʧََّْبَّ عʛاذا نُؔافِىءُ الʺǼِ 
 ِ¾ʦسʙَال ʛَُلʦُب ʛِǻʗِّرِسالَةِ الق ʥِْلٌ م ْʁ  )18-8:1(إلى تʦʸʻثاوس.  الʰانَِ̒ةِ  فَ

قَّاتِ  َ̫ َ̋ اِ¿ الْ َ̋ ِɦْكْ فِي احʛَِɦْهُ، بَلِ اشʛَʽَِِّ̒ا، وَلاَ بِي أَنَا أَسȃَهَادَةِ ر َ̫ Ǽِ ْل َr ْɻ جْلِ لأَ  ǽا وَلȑʙَ تʨʺʽثاوس، لاَ تَ

 ِǼ ْالَِ̒ا، بَل َ̋ ى أعَْ َ́ َɦ قْ ُ̋ Ǽِ َسَةً، لا َّʙَةً مُقʨََْ̒ا وَدَعَانَا دَع َy ʖِ قʨَُّةِ اللهِ، الȑʚَِّ خَلَّ َʁ َɹ Ǽِ ِلʽ ِr ʙِ ُ̋قْ الإِنْ ْy ى الْقَ َ́ َɦ
ا أʣُْهʛَِتِ الآنَ  َ̋ لَ الأَزْمَِ̒ةِ الأَزَلَِّ̔ةِ، وȂَِنَّ ْhَعَ قʨ ُʁ ǽَ ِحʽ ِʁ َ̋ ةِ الɦَِّي أعʗَْ̔ʢُِْ لََ̒ا فِي الْ َ̋ َ̒ا ʤǼُِ وَالِّ̒عْ ِy لِّ َɻ هʨُرِ مُ

ʽلِ.  ِr لʨُدَ بʨَِاسʢَِةِ الإِنْ ُɻ َ̔اةَ وَالْ َɹ ʨْتَ وَأَنَارَ الْ َ̋ ʽحِ، الȑʚَِّ أʢَǼَْلَ الْ ِʁ َ̋ ʨعَ الْ ُʁ ǽَ  ارِزًا َؗ الȑʚَِّ جُعِلʗُْ أَنَا لَهُ 

لُ، لأَنَِّ̒ي عَ  َr ʗُ أَخْ ْʁ َِّ̒̒ي لَ ِؔ ا.ل ً́ ǽَْرَ أʨُهِ الأُمʚِلُ ه ِ̋ َɦْأَح ʖَِh ʁَّ ا لِلأُمʦَِ. لِهʚَا ال ً̋ ʧَْ̋      الِ وَرَسʨُلاً وَمُعَلِّ Ǽِ ʦٌ



 

 

 

لٌ شʃٌȂʙَ مʵǺِ ʥِْارَةِ القʛِǻʗِّ لʦقا الإنʻʱْلِيِّ الʙِʻʵʮَ والʯلʘِʻʸْ الʠاهʙِـ  ْʁ  )24-16:14(فَ
 ¿ُʨقǽ ِاءʷَهُ في ساعَةِ العʙَْhَفأرْسَلَ ع .ʧȄʛʽʲ َؗ َ̡ل: إنʶانٌ صََ̒عَ عʷَاءً عʽʤَِʺاً ودَعَا  َ̋ قاَ¿ الʛَّبُّ هʚا الْ

ɦَعْفʨُن. فقاَ¿ لَهُ الأوَّ  ْʁ ǽَ ʙٌِاحʨَف ʙٌِواح ʦُْلُّه ُؗ  Șَِفʢََف . َّʙُِأع ʙَْلَّ شَيْءٍ ق ُؗ ʙْعʧَȄʨُّ: تَعالʨُا فإنَّ  َ̋ قʙِ اشʗُȄْʛََɦْ  ُ¿:لِلْ

ʽʻَِ̔أنْ تَعْف ʥَُهُ، فأسألʛَʤُجَ وأنʛُْلي أنْ أَخ َّʙُوأنا حَقْلاً، ولا ب ʛٍَقǼَ ʧِƔادʙَةَ ف َʁ ْ̋     ʨقاَ¿ الآخʛَُ: قʙَِ اشʗُȄْʛʱ خَ

ʽحِ  ِɹ yَّ َؔلاَمِ ال ʨرَةِ الْ ُy Ǽِ ʥْ ʁَّ َ̋ فȎََ وَدǽِعɦَِي إِلَى ذلʥَِ الʨَْْ̔مِ. تَ ْɹ ǽَ ْأَنَّهُ قَادِرٌ أَن ʧٌِقʨُوَم ،ʗََُْ̒هُ الَّ آمɦ عْ ِ̋ ȑʚِ سَ

وحِ الْقʙُُسِ  ُّʛالǼِ َة َɹ الِ yَّ ʨعَ. اِحْفȎَِ الʨَْدǽِعَةَ ال ُʁ ǽَ ِحʽ ِʁ َ̋ hَّةِ الɦَِّي فِي الْ َɹ َ̋ انِ وَالْ َ̋ ǽَِ̒ا. ال مِِّ̒ي، فِي الإʽِف ʧِِاك ʁَّ

 .ʝُِجَانʨُمʛَْوَه ʝُُّل َr ʽِف ʦُْمِْ̒ه ʧَƔʚَِّوا عَِّ̒ي، ال ُّʙَفِي أَسَِّ̔ا ارْت ʧَƔʚَِّعَ الʽ ِ̋ ةً لُِ̔ أَنʗَْ تَعْلʦَُ هʚَا أَنَّ جَ َ̋ عȌِْ الʛَّبُّ رَحْ

انَ فِي رُومَِ̔  َؗ ا  َّ̋ لɦَِي، بَلْ لَ ِʁ لْ ِʁ Ǽِ ْل َr ْɻ ǽَ ʦَْةً أَرَاحَِ̒ي وَلʛَʽِ̡ َؗ ʽفʨُرُسَ، لأنََّهُ مʛَِارًا  ِʁ ʽِأُن ʗِْ̔ َhِةَ،ل  ʛَِأَوْفǼِ َِ̒يhَلʡَ

ʙِمُ  ْɻ ǽَ َان َؗ لُّ مَا  ةً مʧَِ الʛَّبِّ فِي ذلʥَِ الʨَْْ̔مِ. وَُؗ َ̋ ʙَ رَحْ ِr ǽَ َّْبُّ أَنʛهِ الʢِْنِي. لُِ̔عʙََجʨََِهَادٍ فɦْفِ اج  ʝَ ُʁ ي أَفَ

  أَنʗَْ تَعʛِْفُهُ جʙًَِّ̔ا.                                                                                 

THE GOSPEL 

(For the Holy Forefathers) 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (14:16-24) The Lord spoke this 
parable: “A man once gave a great banquet, and invited many; and at the Ɵme for the ban‐
quet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come; for all is now ready.’ 
But, one by one, they all began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a 
field, and I must go out and see it; I pray you, have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have 
bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them; I pray you, have me excused.’ And an‐
other said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ So the servant came and 
reported this to his master. Then the householder in anger said to his servant, ‘Go out 
quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and maimed and blind 
and lame.’ And the servant said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has been done, and sƟll there 
is room.’ And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges, and 
compel people to come in, that my house may be filled. For I tell you, none of those men 
who were invited shall taste my banquet.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.” 



 

 

 

PRAYER LIST     

Prayers are offered for our parishioners who are ill, recovering, or in need, especially His serv‐
ants:  Sahar Abdallah, Abeer Abuaita, Reader Fouad and Soad Abuaita, Philip and JaneƩ Abu‐
aita, Rasha Abuaita, Sami and Shafiqa Abuaitah, Fr. Joe Abud, Laila Abud, George Abueita, 
GeorgeƩe Abueita, Youssif Abousamra, Basil Andoni, Naila Banna, Cynthia Brooks, Douglas 
Coone, Kristy Corcoran, Vera Daoud, Wafaa Elias, Said Farah, Joseph Gagne, Elias Gantos, Sub‐

deacon George and Suad Gantous, Phyllis Good, Lee Harris, Daisy Isaac, Danny Mortensen, Ka‐

ren Mortensen, Kevin Myott, Laura Nassar, George Nassif, Adam Odeh, Betty Ramsdale, Elie 
Sadik, Elaine Shaheen, Ri chard Shaheen, Michael and Nancy Silpoch; our Catechumens who 
are under instrucƟon to become members of our Orthodox Faith: Maria, Kirk, Evan Sanford and 

Jaden Turner; our Expectant Parents: Dania and Subdeacon Salim Hanna, Watan and Karim. 

 

Servants of God who have fallen asleep in the Lord: Newly Departed William Alsahouri 
(+11/19), Valerie Cowan (+11/20), the sister of Katherine Moore, Mother Apolinar‐
ia (+11/22) - DormiƟon Monastery, Genevieve Perez (+11/25) - Friend of Fr. Michael, Eve‐
lynn Afara (+Dec. 6th), aunt of May Gantos and Lina Burbar. 

 

ȃَها، فأسألʥَُ أنْ تَعْفʻَِ̔ي. وقا¿ الآخʛَُ: قʙَْ تʜََوَّجʗُْ امʛأةً، فلʚِلʥَِ لا أسʽʢَɦْعُ أنْ أَجيءَ.  ِّʛَماضٍ لأُج

ʖَ رَبُّ الʗِْ̔ʰ، وقاَ¿ لِعʙِْhَهِ: أُخʛُْجْ سȄʛَعاً إلى شʨَارِعِ  ِ́ فأَتَى العʙُْhَ وأخʛََh سʙَِّ̔هُ بʚِلʥَِ. فʚٍʯِʻʽʴَ، غَ

ʽانَ والعʛُْجَ إلى هَهَُ̒ا. فَقاَ¿ العǽ :ʙُْhَا سʙَُِّ̔، قʙَْ قُ  ْ̋ ʙْعَ والعُ ُr ʶَ̋اكʧَʽ والْ Ɣʙَ̒ةِ وأزِقɦَِّها وأَدْخِلِ ال َ̋ يَ ما ِ́ ال

 ُʙإلى ال ʦُْرْهʛِʢَْةِ واض َr . فَقاَ¿ الʙُِّ̔ʶ لِلْعʙِْhَ: أُخʛُْجْ إلى الʛُʢُقِ والأَسِْ̔ لٌّ َɹ  خʨ¿ِ أمʛَْتَ Ǽِهِ، وhȄَْقى أǽْʹاً مَ

ʧȄ. لأنَّ  ِّʨُعʙْ َ̋ ʦُْؔ إنَّهُ لا ʚƔَوقُ عʷَائِي أحʙٌَ مʧِْ أولʥَʯِ الʛِجَاِ¿ ال ɦَلِئَ بɦِْ̔ي .فإِنِّي أقʨُ¿ لَ ْ̋ ǽَ ىɦََّح

ʱʵُ̋ارʧَȄ قَلʽِلʨُن.                                                             ʛʽʲونَ والْ َؗ  ʧَȄ ِّʨُعʙْ َ̋   ال

 

Holy OblaƟons Offered by 

The children of Edward and Sally Joseph and Family for the health of their family and in 
loving memory of parents Edward, Sally, Norman, Esther, Mildred, Dorothy, Delores, Ern‐
est, Roula, Jonathan, and Michael Joseph and James, Adele, and Raymond Shaheen.   

Coffee Fellowship Host-Allison Joseph and Family 



 

 

Teen SOYO Wants YOU!!! 

All teens of St. George are encouraged to parƟcipate in our teen group – Teen SOYO 
(Society of Orthodox Youth OrganizaƟons).  Our group has dedicated leadership who will 
not be happy unƟl all teens of St. George are parƟcipaƟng!  Whoever is reading this 
please pass it along to a teen in your house or to Godchildren, grandchildren, nieces, 
nephews, sons, & daughters. We are gathering on  Tuesday, January 10. 5:00 pm –7:00 
pm. If you would like to know more, come to our get-togethers, scan the QR code to sig‐
nup, or contact President Cezar Abuaita (810-986-1434 or  

cezarabuaita@icloud.com). 

 

 

Church School Christmas Program! 

Good job everyone !!!!!The Church School Christmas Program was on Saturday. We had 
a good number of children parƟcipaƟng in either an acƟng, narrator or in the singing 
porƟon of the program, my wish was that all 75 children in the church school would be 
part of the program, it was close, good turn out, we sƟll had those that could not or did 
not want to be part of the evenings event.  That’s ok, maybe next year. This took a 
commitment from both the parents to bring them to pracƟce and the children them‐
selves, we understand that we are all very busy.  But we made it a priority.  Without 
my Co -Chair Elena and Teadora and the many volunteers that gave up a lot of their 
Ɵme to be at all the pracƟces and help out, may God bless you. I can’t thank you 
enough, I named all of you the night of the program Thanks also to our Men’s Fellow‐
ship team for preparing the food and our parent coordinators for organizing the meal 
and acƟviƟes. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

SERVICES / STUDIES 
 

· Akathist Service in PreparaƟon for the NaƟvity,  Monday  Dec 16th, 2024 at 6:00 PM. 
· Arabic Divine Liturgy  Wednesday Dec 18th , 2024 at 6:00 PM. 
· Great (Royal) Hours of the NaƟvity of our Lord,  Monday  Dec 23rd, 2024 at 6:00 PM. 
· The NaƟvity of our Lord Tue Dec 24th, 2024. Orthros at 4:50 PM Divine Liturgy at 6:00. 
· Arabic Divine Liturgy for The NaƟvity of our Lord  Wed Dec 25th, 2024 at 10:00 AM. 

OUR STEWARDSHIP, OFFERINGS, Ι DONATIONS  

BELOVED MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY OF ST. GEORGE 

EACH OF YOU SHOULD GIVE WHAT YOU HAVE DECIDED IN YOUR HEART TO 
GIVE, NOT RELUCTANTLY OR UNDER COMPULSION, FOR GOD LOVES A CHEER-
FUL GIVER. (2 CORINTHIANS 9:7)  

 
ST. GEORGE WOMEN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Hold the Date! All Women of St. George are invited to attend this Christmas Dinner Party 
at the Redwood Steakhouse (5304 Gateway Center, Flint, MI 48507  

on Thursday, December 26th at 4:00pm.  
 Further details will be announced soon. 



 

 

Live Streaming of Divine Services 

St. George is open for all parishioners and visitors.  If you cannot aƩend, please pray 
with us through our livestream which can be seen on our YouTube Channel: 

hƩps://www.youtube.com/c/SaintGeorgeOrthodoxChurchFlintMI 
If you have a smart TV, you actually have a web browser and YouTube app built in.  All 
you have to do is start the browser app for YouTube and put the link in the address 
bar. 

 

SAINT OF THE DAY 

On December 15 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Venerable Paul of 
Latra. On this day, we also commemorate the contest of the holy Hieromartyr Eleutherios, 
Bishop of Illyria, and his mother, Saint Anthia. 

Anthia heard the Gospel from the great Apostle Paul himself and was bapƟzed by him. Be‐
ing early leŌ a widow, she entrusted her only son to the educaƟon and service of the Bish‐
op of Rome, Anacietus. Seeing how greatly Eleutherios was giŌed and illumined by the 
grace of God, the bishop ordained him as bishop of Illyria at age 20. This Godly man kept 
his flock like a good shepherd, adding to their number from day to day. In the year 120, Em‐
peror Hadrian, a persecutor of ChrisƟans, sent a commander, Felix, with soldiers, to seize 
Eleutherios. Instead, Felix became a ChrisƟan, as did the Governor Choribus. They went 
back to the capitol where all three men were tortured and beheaded. As Anthia held the 
dead body of her son, she was also beheaded.  

On this day we celebrate the Sunday of the Holy Forefathers (Ancestors) of our Lord Jesus. 
We remember all the holy Patriarchs of the Old Testament who prefigured or foretold 
Christ: Adam the first Father, Enoch, Melchizedek, Abraham, the friend of God, Isaac, the 
fruit of the Promise, Jacob and the twelve patriarchs. We then commemorate those who 
lived under the Law: Moses, Aaron, Joshua, Samuel, David, and the Prophets: Isaiah, Jere‐
miah, and Ezekiel; the twelve minor prophets; Elijah, Elisha, Zachariah, and John the Bap‐
Ɵst; and finally the Virgin Mary, the intermediary between mankind and her divine Son. In‐
deed, the Lord Jesus did not come to abolish the Law and the Prophets, but to redeem hu‐
manity which bemoaned the weight of evil since Adam; to realize the promise made to 
Abraham; to change the Law of Fear into the Law of Love; and to give ResurrecƟon and Life 
to mankind. This feast prepares us for the NaƟvity of Jesus Christ, placing before us the an‐
ƟcipaƟon and hope for His coming among us. 


