ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH

December 29, 2024

5191 LENNON ROAD

FLINT, Ml 48507

OFFICE: (810) 732-0720

WEB SITE: saintgeorgeflint.org

SATURDAY: VESPER SERVICE @ 400 P.M.
SUNDAY: ORTHROS @ 8:50 A.M. - DIVINE LITURGY @ 10:00 A.M.
CONFESSION BY APPOINTMENT

V. REV. FR. AMIN HOULI REV. FR. MICHAEL BASSETT
CELL: (248) 709-1186 CELL: (989) 627-9580
EMAIL: pastorstgf@gmail.com EMAIL: frdnmike@gmail.com

Welcome to St. George! Thank you for attending today’s Divine Services. If you are a first-
time visitor, please register your visit by completing the guest book located in the narthex.
We would appreciate getting to meet you after liturgy, so feel free to join us during Coffee
Fellowship! Every Sunday we remember the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. The word “Liturgy” means work of the people that means everyone participates
through singing, praying, hearing the teaching, and opening our hearts to allow God’s
grace to enter. Anyone interested in learning more about our faith are encouraged to
speak with one of our clergy.

Guidelines for Receiving Holy Communion for Orthodox Christians: Orthodox Christians
fully participate in the celebration of the Eucharist by receiving Holy Communion in fulfill-
ment of Christ’s command to eat His Body and drink His Blood. In order to be properly pre-
pared to receive Holy Communion, the faithful should fast (no food or drink from midnight
the night before), the Sacrament of Confession (7 years and older) within the last 2
months, being at peace with others, and striving to always love God and their neighbor.
Frequent communion and regular confession are recommended for all faithful Orthodox
Christians.

For other Christians: We welcome you to this celebration of the Divine Liturgy. Unfortu-
nately we cannot extend to you a general invitation to receive Holy Communion. Ortho-
dox Christian’s believe that the Eucharist is an action of the celebrating community signify-



Ing a oneness in faith, life, and worship of our community. Reception of the Eucharist by
Christians not fully united with us would imply a oneness which does not yet exist, but for
which we must all pray. All, however, are welcome to partake of the blessed bread
(antidoron) which will be given when coming forward to venerate (kiss) the Holy Cross and
receive the final blessing from the priest. Again, welcome!

SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST
COMMEMORATION OF JOSEPH THE BETROTHED, DAVID THE PROPHET

AND KING, AND JAMES THE BROTHER OF GOD

THE FIRST ANTIPHON

| will confess Thee, O Lord, with my whole heart; | will tell of all Thy wonders. In the coun-
cil of the upright, and in the congregation, great are the works of the Lord.

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us.

They are sought out in all the things that He hath willed. Confession and majesty are His
work, and His righteousness abideth unto ages of ages. (Refrain)

Glory... Both now... (Refrain)
THE SECOND ANTIPHON

Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord; in His commandments shall he greatly delight.
His seed shall be mighty upon the earth. The generation of the upright shall be blessed.

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

Glory and riches shall be in his house, and His righteousness abideth unto ages of ages.
(Refrain)

There hath risen up in darkness a light for the upright; he is merciful and compassionate
and righteous. (Refrain)

Glory... Both now... O, only begotten Son and Word of God...

THE THIRD ANTIPHON

The Lord said unto my Lord: sit Thou at My right hand, until | make Thine enemies Thy foot-
stool. The Lord shall send Thee a rod of strength out of Zion. With Thee is dominion in the
day of Thy power, in the beauties of Thy saints.



RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE TWO

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then
Thou didst destroy hades with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the dead from
beneath the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver
of life, glory to Thee.

APOLYTIKION OF THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST IN TONE FOUR

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for
they that worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship Thee, O Sun of justice, and
to know that from the east of the Highest Thou didst come. O Lord, glory to Thee.

APOLYTIKION OF SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY IN TONE TWO

Proclaim, O Joseph, to David, the grandparent of God, the amazing wonders; for thou hast
seen a Virgin great with child; for with the shepherds thou didst give glory, with the Magi
thou didst worship, and by the angel it was revealed to thee. Wherefore, plead thou with
Christ God to save our souls.

TROPARIAN OF ST. GEORGE IN TONE FOUR

As deliverer of captives and defender of the poor, healer of the infirm, champion of kings,
Victorious Great Martyr George, intercede with Christ our God for our souls’ salvation.

KONTAKION OF THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST IN TONE THREE

On this day the Virgin beareth the Transcendent in Essence; to the Unapproachable, the
earth doth offer a small cave; Angels join in choir with shepherds in giving glory; with a
star the Magi travel upon their journey; for our sakes is born a young Child, He Who exist-
ed before the ages as God.

THE EPISTLE
(For the Sunday after Nativity of Christ)
God is wondrous in His saints. Bless God in the congregations.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians. (1:11-19)

Brethren, | would have you know that the Gospel, which was preached by me, is not man’s
gospel. For | did not receive it from man, nor was | taught it, but it came through a revela-
tion of Jesus Christ. For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how | persecuted the



Church of God violently and tried to destroy it; and | advanced in Judaism beyond many of
my own age among my people; so extremely zealous was | for the traditions of my fathers.
But when He who had set me apart before | was born, and had called me through His
grace, was pleased to reveal His Son to me, in order that | might preach Him among the
Gentiles, | did not confer with flesh and blood, nor did | go up to Jerusalem to those who
were apostles before me, but | went away into Arabia; and again | returned to Damascus.
Then after three years | went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas, and remained with him
fifteen days. But | saw none of the other apostles except James the Lord’s brother.
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THE GOSPEL
(For the Sunday after Nativity of Christ)
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (2:13-23)

When the wise men had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream and said, “Rise, take the Child and His mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there un-



until | tell you; for Herod is about to search for the Child, to destroy Him.” And he rose and
took the Child and His mother by night, and departed to Egypt, and remained there until
the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of
Egypt have | called My Son.” Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the
wise men, was in a furious rage, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem
and in all that region, who were two years old or under, according to the time which he had
ascertained from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremi-
ah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her
children; she refused to be consoled, because they were no more.” But when Herod died,
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Rise, take the
Child and His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the Child’s life are
dead.” And he rose and took the Child and His mother, and went to the land of Israel. But
when he heard that Archelaus reigned over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was
afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. And
he went and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might
be fulfilled, “He shall be called a Nazarene.”
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Divine SERVICES

« Bilingual Divine Liturgy (Circumcision of Our Lord) Wed Jan 1%, 2024 at 10:00 AM.
« Sunday Jan 5th, we are celebrating the Theophany of our Lord and God.
« For blessing homes Contact Fr. Amin/ Fr Michael /or the office.

Save The Date

Sunday January 5™, 2025.
We celebrate the Theophany

Our sermon is for the children of St. George Church
Fr. Michael is offering the Vasilopita
And he took a child, and put him in the midst of them; and taking him in his arms, he said

to them, "Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me; and whoever receives
me, receives not me but him who sent me.” St. Mark (9: 36-37)

SUMMER CAMP
REGISTRATION OPENS SUNDAY,
JANUARY §TH AT 5:00 P.M. EST!
DO NOT WAIT TO REGISTER YOUR CHILDREN




Teen SOYO Wants YOU!!!

Il teens of St. George are encouraged to participate in our teen group — Teen SOYO
Society of Orthodox Youth Organizations). Our group has dedicated leadership who will
not be happy until all teens of St. George are participating! Whoever is reading this please
pass it along to a teen in your house or to Godchildren, grandchildren, nieces, nephews,
ons, & daughters. We_are gathering on Friday, January 10. 5:00 pm -7:00 pm. If you

ould like to know more, come to our get-togethers, scan the QR code to signup, or con-
act President Cezar Abuaita (810-986-1434 or

ezarabuaita@icloud.com).

OUR STEWARDSHIP, OFFERINGS, & DONATIONS

BELOVED MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY OF ST. GEORGE

EACH OF YOU SHOULD GIVE WHAT YOU HAVE DECIDED IN YOUR HEART TO
GIVE, NOT RELUCTANTLY OR UNDER COMPULSION, FOR GOD LOVES A CHEER-
FUL GIVER. (2 CORINTHIANS 9:7)

Our stewardship, offerings, and donations are needed. PLEASE help your parish by continuing to offer your gifts!

If you cannot come to church, you can simply go to our parish website (https://saintgeorgeflint.org/) and donate

on-line (or use the QR code below) or you can bring or mail your offerings to St. George, 5191 Lennon Road, Flint,
MI 48507. As always, THANK YOU for your generosity and love of our St. George! Online Donations will accept
Credit / Debit Cards or ACH (transfers from a banking account) and can be set for automatic donations. Call the
Church Office (810-732-0720) if you need help with this.

Automatic Giving. Did you know most banks and credit unions offer automatic bill payment services? You can set

it up so they send a check from your account to St. George for the amount you designate. This can be a onetime
event or done automatically weekly/monthly. Just call or go online with your banking institution to get the form

02530,

you need.




Holy Oblations Offered by

e Karam and Aida Nassar for the health of their family specially Karam on his birthday.

e 40 Day memorial service for William Alsahouri offered by Wafa, Janette, Suliman, Jeyad,
and the Alsahouri family.

e 40 Day memorial service for Valerie Cowan, Mother Apolinaria & Genevieve Perez of-
fered by Fr. Michael and family.

e 7 Day memorial service for George Yacoub Abueita offered by Georgette Abuaita and the
family.

PRAYER LIST

Prayers are offered for our parishioners who are ill, recovering, or in need, especially His
servants: Sahar Abdallah, Abeer Abuaita, Reader Fouad and Soad Abuaita, Philip and Janett
Abuaita, Rasha Abuaita, Sami and Shafiga Abuaitah, Fr. Joseph Abud, Laila Abud, Georgette
Abueita, Youssif Abousamra, Basil Andoni, Naila Banna, Cynthia Brooks, Douglas Coone,
Kristy Corcoran, Vera Daoud, Wafaa Elias, Said Farah, Elias Gantos, Subdeacon George and
Suad Gantous, Phyllis Good, Lee Harris, Daisy Isaac, Danny Mortensen, Karen Mortensen,
Kevin Myott, Laura Nassar, George Nassif, Adam Odeh, Betty Ramsdale, Elie Sadik, Elaine
Shaheen, Richard Shaheen, Michael and Nancy Silpoch; our Catechumens who are under
instruction to become members of our Orthodox Faith: Maria, Kirk, Evan Sanford; our Ex-
pectant Parents: Dania and Subdeacon Salim Hanna, Watan and Karim.

Servants of God who have fallen asleep in the Lord: Newly Departed Evelynn Afara (+12/6),
aunt of May Gantos and Lina Burbar, George Yacoub Abuaita (+12/20).

Live Streaming of Divine Services

St. George is open for all parishioners and visitors. If you cannot attend, please pray
with us through our livestream which can be seen on our YouTube Channel:

https://www.youtube.com/c/SaintGeorgeOrthodoxChurchFlintMI

If you have a smart TV, you actually have a web browser and YouTube app built in. All
you have to do is start the browser app for YouTube and put the link in the address
bar.




