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Blessed Church New Year!
Live Streaming of Divine Services
St. George is open for all parishioners and visitors. If you cannot attend, please pray with
us through our livestream which can be seen on our YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/c/SaintGeorgeOrthodoxChurchFlintMI
If you have a smart TV, you actually have a web browser and YouTube app built in. All
you have to do is start the browser app for YouTube and put the link in the address bar.

Welcome to St. George! Thank you for attending today’s Divine Services. If you are a

first-time visitor, please register your visit by completing the guest book located in the
narthex. We would appreciate getting to meet you after liturgy, so feel free to join us during
Coffee Fellowship in our Banquet Center! Every Sunday we remember the Resurrection of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The word “Liturgy” means work of the people that means
everyone participates through singing, praying, hearing the teaching, and opening our hearts
to allow God’s grace to enter. We believe Holy Communion to be a sign that in Christ we
have all things in common, share an identical faith, and are united fully to the Orthodox
Church. Anyone interested in learning more about our faith are encouraged to speak with
one of our clergy. Holy Communion can be given to Orthodox Christians who have
prepared themselves through prayer, fasting (no food or drink from midnight the night
before), the Sacrament of Confession (7 years and older) within the last 2 months, and being
at peace with others. Everyone else, including visitors, are invited to receive the final
blessing of the priest and Holy Bread at the end of Liturgy. Again, welcome!

Holy Bread Offerings (Oblations)



We pray for the servants of God who have fallen asleep in the Lord: Bassam Sami Al Issa (+July 31st, father
of Christine Abousamra), Thalge Ghanim (+August 6th, uncle of Manal Abuaita), George Abdallah
Bannoura, (+August 14th, father of Hiam Ishaq), and Kendall Ayoub (+August 16th, brother of Cam
Takach).



Prayers are offered for our parishioners who are ill, recovering, or in need, especially His servants:
Metropolitan Paul and Archbishop John who are in captivity, Sahar Abdallah, Sally Abuaita, Suheil and
Abeer Abuaita, Khader AbuAita, Shafiqa Abuaitah, Laila Abud, Jane Abueita, Chelsy Abufarha, Youssif
Abousamra, Danial Alghanim (father of Dania Hanna), William Alsahouri, Sanaa Alqassis (daughter of
Zahra Abuaita), Danny Andoni, Sharon Ballreich (sister of Nancy Silpoch and Deborah Salim), Kh. Pam
Bassett, Emil Bathish, Levi Cooper, Vera Daoud, Jimmy David, Victor David, Valland Frangi (sister of

Ron Haddad), Elias Gantos, Mariam Ghanim (mother of Manal Abuaita), Jamil Ghantous, Denise Ghattas,
Phyllis Good, Ronald Haddad, Nadia Ibrahim (mother of Ziyad), Daisy Isaac, Loretta Karpelenia (mother
of Denise Ghattas), Judy Mikhail, Laura Nassar, Issa Odeh, Aida Raffoul, Deborah Salim, Elaine
Shaheen, Michael Silpoch, Norman Thomas (friend of Steve and Kelly Sanderson), Michael Zerka (uncle
of Lauren Zerka); Raad, Sandy [daughter of Issa and Esperanza], and newborn Lahni Qumsieh (August 16th).


We also pray for our expectant parents: Jasanta and Ghassan Al-Khouri.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP is in the Lounge and is not hosted today 😢. Please offer a donation to help cover
our costs, thank you!

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP HOSTS Available dates: October 2nd, 9th, 16th, and 23rd ~ sign-up poster and hosting
information is in the Lounge and includes bringing whatever you wish to serve and cleaning up
afterwards. St. George provides coffee, cups, cream, and sugar at a charge to the host of $25. For
more information, contact Manal Abuaita (810-577-0028).

MIDDLE EASTERN COMMUNITY TAKE‐OUT LUNCH AND BAKE SALE This event is for our community, family,

and friends on Thursday, September 22nd from 11am-2pm. There are only take-out or delivered meals
(8 meals or more) ~ no food will be served in the Banquet Center. ALL orders must be placed by
September 8th! Please see flier on Narthex Table for ordering information. Everyone is asked to help
– all profits benefit our church! Drivers are needed for deliveries, see Tony Daoud. For more
information, please contact Manal Abuaita (810-577-0028) or Anaam Abueita (810-962-1033).
Donations are welcomed to offset our costs.

SPECIAL PARISH GENERAL ASSEMBLY Our Parish Council has scheduled a special parish meeting for

Sunday, September 18th immediately after Divine Liturgy. Make plans to attend as we will only
discuss a more extensive Banquet Center Renovation.
Our stewardship, offerings, and donations are needed. PLEASE help your parish
by continuing to offer your gifts! If you cannot come to church, you can simply go to our
parish website (https://saintgeorgeflint.org/) and donate on-line (or use the QR code to
the left) or you can bring or mail your offerings to St. George, 5191 Lennon Road, Flint,
MI 48507. As always, THANK YOU for your generosity and love of our St. George!

ST. GEORGE GOLF CLASSIC is Saturday, September 24th at
Flushing Valley Golf Club. The Classic is for fellowship, fun,
and to raise money for our church. Sponsorships and Golfers
are needed. Hole Sponsorships are great for remembering a
loved one, health of your family, or publicity of a business
for only $150 (see flier on Narthex Table). Donations of
prizes, gift cards and/or money to buy gifts are also
needed ~ you do not need to be a golfer to support this
wonderful event. If you are interested or need more
information, see Tony Daoud (810-730-1011).

Church School Begins Next Sunday, September 11th!
Remember Religious Education is US!
It’s when we help a child light a candle in Church. It’s when we say a prayer of thanks
before a meal. It’s when we participate in the Holy Sacraments. It’s when we read the
Bible or a book about our Orthodox Faith. It’s when we give our time to help young
people grow in their Faith. It’s when we attend a Bible study or lecture. It’s when we
go on a retreat or a pilgrimage to the Monastery. It’s when we respond to Christ’s call
to follow Him and become a “fisher of men”. It’s when we worship and pray in Church.
It’s when we speak the truth in love. It’s when we accept the responsibility of being a
part of the “royal priesthood” of believers and cooperate with the ordained priesthood.
It’s when we support one another in our spiritual journey of life. It’s when we commit
ourselves to living the Orthodox Faith. It’s when all of us come together as one,
becoming the functioning Body of our Lord.

There is much to be done and with God’s help, we can do it!

COMING EVENTS
Fasting Discipline The traditional fasting discipline (no meat, poultry, eggs, dairy, fish, wine, olive
oil, and their by-products) is observed on Wednesday and Friday.

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday

Ladies Auxiliary Meeting 6pm
Combined Pan-Orthodox Great Vespers for the Nativity of the Virgin Mary
at St. Mary Magdalene (2439 S. Long Lake Road, Fenton) 5:30pm
Combined Pan-Orthodox Divine Liturgy for the Nativity of the Virgin Mary
at St. Mary Magdalene (2439 S. Long Lake Road, Fenton) 10am
Great Vespers and Confessions
5pm

Acquiring Humility ~ The role of obedience in the acquisition of humility
by Abbot Tryphon, head of All-Merciful Savior Monastery on Vashon Island, Washington

In the Christian life there are two paths to salvation and whichever road you
choose must be embraced with your whole being. The married state and
monasticism both have as their primary means of aiding in your salvation the
acquisition of a humble and a contrite heart. Without having attained this, there
is no salvation.
The role of the institution of marriage and the monastic vocation in our salvation
are both based on the destruction of self-will. In marriage, the husband and wife
are charged with being obedient to one another. The symbolism of the crowns
used in the Orthodox marriage ceremony represent the crowns of martyrdom.
Death to self.
The obedience a monk gives to his abbot, and the obedience to the Typikon of
the community the abbot gives himself over to, are also paths to the destruction
continued 

of self-will. The ego is the enemy, for like the tempting of Adam and Eve in the
Garden, Satan uses the ego to keep us from communion with God.
When we are disobedient to our spouse or the rule of the monastery, God’s
grace departs from us. If you argue with your spouse or your abbot it is pride
and self-will that rule and you become the loser.
When you give yourself over to humble obedience, grace abounds! Each day
you should begin with the prayer, “Lord Jesus Christ, help me to pass through
this day without sin.” The use of the Jesus Prayer throughout the day is a good
way to keep yourself centered in that plea to Christ to help you through your
day. “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me a sinner.”
The crushing down of self-will takes effort and struggle, for our fallen nature is
all about ME and is in rebellion against God. Ascetic struggle, keeping the fasts,
being strict in your observance of your prayer rule, making the services at the
parish a center of your week, all contribute to your eventual triumph in your
struggle for the prize, humbleness of heart.
God’s grace abounds and is our ready helper. Like Saint Paul, we can say that
anything good we have done is Christ in us. God did not create us as robots,
but gave us the freedom of choice. Choice wisely and eternal life with God is
yours for eternity.

Church School
begins Sunday,
September 11th!
Our Church School provides an Orthodox Christian Education for everyone
from Preschool to High School. PARENTS and GODPARENTS take advantage
of this wonderful experience for your children/Godchildren to learn about
God and His Holy Church while growing in our faith!

Open House for Parents
Sunday, September 11th
Church School can only work with YOUR help!
All parents are encouraged to attend!!!

Kick-Off Brunch

To kick-off the Church School year,
there is a delicious Brunch for the whole parish.
There is no cost, but donations will be accepted to educate our children!
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His Eminence
The Most Reverend
Metropolitan JOSEPH

Archbishop of New York and
Metropolitan of
All North America
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ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE
OF NORTH AMERICA

The Ecclesiastical New Year, September 1, 2022
Brother Hierarchs, reverend Clergy, and beloved Faithful in Christ,
Greetings and blessings to all of you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, as we celebrate the
beginning of the new ecclesiastical year!
The transition from one year to the next is a moment to take stock and renew our perspective. It
prompts us to reflect on things we might be taking for granted and to make resolutions to
remedy this neglect. Just as the world does this at the start of the civil new year (January 1), so
might we do the same at the start of our ecclesiastical new year today.
Last year at about this time, I asked you to reflect on the place of our youth in our parishes and
archdiocese. Unfortunately, this was a subject many of us had previously taken for granted.
However, after putting our heads together and putting our shoulders to the wheel, our
engagement with young people is making great advances, and momentum is building toward
even greater progress in the future.
Now, as another year begins, I want to draw your attention toward another often-neglected
subject: vocations, particularly the calling to priestly ministry. Sometimes it seems like people
think priests grow on trees or hatch from eggs in some distant fairyland. Their priest is always
there for them, and when he is transferred or retires, the metropolitan sends them a new one. In
many parishes, few people imagine that one of their boys might end up in this role.
Unfortunately, in some parishes or families, young men might even be discouraged from
following this path. Yet we always expect that the priest will be there when we need him.
Brothers and sisters in Christ, priests come from parishes and families. They are called by God
and nurtured in this calling by those around them. We all have a role to play in raising them up.
Beyond this one calling, there are many other vital callings in the Church: deacons, monastics,
chaplains, youth directors, pastoral assistants, musicians, administrators, iconographers, healers,
caregivers, and the like. In fact, each of us is called by God and empowered by His Spirit to
serve the Church and the wider world in some way, as St. Paul tells us in his epistles. Within the
Body of the Church, we are Christ’s hands, feet, and mouth—each receiving from Him some
part to play in the salvation of the world. But fulfilling that calling is up to us, and it is up to
each of us to help one another discern and prepare for those callings.
Throughout the next twelve months, I urge all of you to focus on fulfilling and supporting
vocations in the Church. First, I encourage each of you to pray regularly concerning the need for
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priests, deacons, and other vocations in the Church, following the exhortation of our Lord:
“The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few; therefore, pray to the Lord of the harvest that
He might send out workers into His harvest” (Matthew 9:37–38). Pray also that the Lord would
help you follow His calling in your life and enable you to see and support the callings of your
friends and family members in the Church.
Second, I urge our priests and parishes to discuss the subject of vocations in homilies, classes,
written articles, and retreats throughout the coming year, teaching our faithful how to discern
their vocations and how to support the vocations of others within the Church—especially the
calling to priestly ministry. For our part, the archdiocese will be providing some resources for
this effort over the coming months. To start with, the upcoming issue of The Word will feature
interviews with several of our seminarians, in which they describe their paths toward finding and
following their own vocations. I encourage you to read these stories and consider how God is
leading you toward your own particular service in the Church.
Finally, I ask you to support (in particular) those men among your friends and family in whose
lives you see the calling and gifts of priestly ministry. Too often, our young men have been
steered away from this beautiful ministry toward practical professions, for the sake of their
financial success. There is nothing wrong with those professions, but the men whom God is
calling to the priesthood can find an even higher and more lasting success there—a heavenly
reward. Let us support them wholeheartedly in this aspiration.
Brothers and sisters in Christ, let each one of us devote ourselves with utmost fervor to serving
God and cooperating with His great work of salvation in this world. Although He is almighty,
He calls us to work alongside Him—not because He lacks anything in Himself, but because He
wants to share with us the joy of bringing light into this dark world. He is calling us. Do you
hear Him? How will you respond?
With fervent prayers for all of you and all our parishes, I remain,
Yours in Christ,

+JOSEPH
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America
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