ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH

5191 LENNON ROAD, FLINT, Ml 48507
(810) 732-0720 / saintgeorgeflint@gmail.com
saintgeorgeflint.org
June 15, 2025

SATURDAY: VESPER SERVICE @ 400 P.M.
SUNDAY: ORTHROS @ 8:50 A.M. - DIVINE LITURGY @ 10:00 A.M.
CONFESSION BY APPOINTMENT

V. REV. FR. AMIN HOULI REV. FR. MICHAEL BASSETT
CELL: (248) 709-1186 CELL: (989) 627-9580
EMAIL: pastorstgf@gmail.com EMAIL: frdnmike@gmail.com

Welcome to St. George! Thank you for attending today’s Divine Services. If you are a first-
time visitor, please register your visit by completing the guest book located in the narthex.
We would appreciate getting to meet you after liturgy, so feel free to join us during Coffee
Fellowship! Every Sunday we remember the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. The word “Liturgy” means work of the people that means everyone participates
through singing, praying, hearing the teaching, and opening our hearts to allow God’s
grace to enter. Anyone interested in learning more about our faith are encouraged to
speak with one of our clergy.

Guidelines for Receiving Holy Communion for Orthodox Christians: Orthodox Christians
fully participate in the celebration of the Eucharist by receiving Holy Communion in fulfill-
ment of Christ’s command to eat His Body and drink His Blood. In order to be properly pre-
pared to receive Holy Communion, the faithful should fast (no food or drink from midnight
the night before), the Sacrament of Confession (7 years and older) within the last 2
months, being at peace with others, and striving to always love God and their neighbor.
Frequent communion and regular confession are recommended for all faithful Orthodox
Christians.

For other Christians: We welcome you to this celebration of the Divine Liturgy. Unfortu-
nately we cannot extend to you a general invitation to receive Holy Communion. Ortho-
dox Christian’s believe that the Eucharist is an action of the celebrating community signify-



Ing a oneness in faith, life, and worship of our community. Reception of the Eucharist by
Christians not fully united with us would imply a oneness which does not yet exist, but for
which we must all pray. All, however, are welcome to partake of the blessed bread
(antidoron) which will be given when coming forward to venerate (kiss) the Holy Cross and
receive the final blessing from the priest. Again, welcome!

THE SUNDAY OF ALL SAINTS
PROPHET AMOS; APOSTLES ACHAIKOS, STEPHEN
AND FORTUNATOS OF THE SEVENTY

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE EIGHT
From the heights Thou didst descend, O compassionate One, and Thou didst submit
to the three-day burial, that Thou might deliver us from passion; Thou art our life and
our Resurrection, O Lord, glory to Thee.
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APOLYTIKION OF ALL SAINTS IN TONE FOUR
Thy Church, O Christ God, hath regaled herself in the blood of Thy Martyrs throughout
the entire world, as in porphyry and purple. Through them she lifteth her voice crying:
Turn with Thy compassion toward Thy people, and grant peace to Thy city, and to our
souls the Great Mercy.
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TROPARIAN OF ST. GEORGE IN TONE FOUR
As deliverer of captives and defender of the poor, healer of the infirm, champion of
kings, Victorious Great Martyr George, intercede with Christ our God for our souls’
salvation.
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KONTAKION OF ALL SAINTS IN TONE EIGHT
(**The original melody**)

As first-fruits of our nature to the Planter of created things, * the world presenteth
the God-bearing martyred Saints in off’ring unto Thee, O Lord. * Through their
earnest entreaties, * keep Thy Church in deep peace and divine tranquility, *
through the pure Theotokos, O Thou Who art greatly merciful.
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THE EPISTLE
(For the First Sunday after Pentecost)

God is wondrous in His saints.
In the churches, bless ye God.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (11:33-12:2)

Brethren, all the saints through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, ob-
tained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the power of fire, escaped
the edge of the sword, from weakness were made strong, became mighty in war, and
turned to flight armies of the aliens. Women received their dead by resurrection,
and others were tortured, not accepting their deliverance, that they might obtain a
better resurrection. And others suffered mocking and scourging, and even chains
and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, they were tempted,
they were slain with the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, being
destitute, afflicted, tormented (of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in
deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And all these, having ob-
tained a witness through their faith, did not receive the promise, since God had
foreseen something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made per-
fect. Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also
lay aside every weight, and sin which does so easily beset us, and let us run with pa-
tience the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the Author and Perfecter of our
faith.
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THE GOSPEL

(For the First Sunday of Matthew)
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.
(10:32-33, 37-38; 19:27-30)
The Lord said to His disciples, “Everyone who acknowledges Me before men, | also
will acknowledge before my Father Who is in heaven; but whoever denies Me before
men, | also will deny before My Father Who is in heaven. He who loves father or
mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more
than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who does not take his cross and follow Me is
not worthy of Me.” Then Peter said in reply, “Lo, we have left everything and fol-
lowed Thee. What then shall we have?” Jesus said to them, “Truly, | say to you, in
the New World, when the Son of Man shall sit on His glorious throne, you who have
followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And
every one who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or
children or lands, for My Name’s sake, will receive a hundred fold, and inherit eternal
life. But many that are first will be last, and the last first.”
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Sunday of All Saints

On June 15 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Prophet Amos;
and the Apostles Achaikos, Stephen and Fortunatos of the Seventy. On this day, the
Sunday after Pentecost, we celebrate the feast of All Saints who shone forth
throughout all the world, North and South, East and West.

Verses
Of all my Lord’s friends, I laud and sing the praises;
And let any to come, with them all be numbered.

David the Prophet and king, who revered the beloved of God, and respected them
because of his great piety, said in the Psalms, “How precious are Thy beloved unto
me, O God” (138:17). And the Apostle Paul, in his Epistle to the Hebrews, recount-
ed the lives of the saints, when he wrote, “Wherefore, seeing we also are compassed
about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin
that so easily besets us; and let us run with patience the race that is set before
us” (12:1). Therefore, as Orthodox Christians, we honor the beloved saints of God,
respecting them as keepers of God’s commandments, shining examples of virtue
and benefactors of humanity. We commemorate all of the holy ones every year on
this day, as the list of saints ever increases, even though some of their names escape
us. Nevertheless, we honor them for their piety and strive to imitate their good
works.

Icon of the Sunday of All Saints

The icon of the Sunday of All Saints depicts our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ seat-
ed above the throne of heaven surrounded by the Saints. The rows of Saints includ-
ed the Archangel Michael and other Angels, the Theotokos and John the Baptist,
the Apostles, Bishops, Great Martyrs, Ascetics and Monastics. To the side of the
throne are Adam and Eve, bowing in reverence to Christ. They are joined by the
Saints, who are lifting their hands in worship to the King of Glory. At the lower left
of the icon is the Patriarch Abraham who has a righteous soul in his bosom, as told
in the story of Lazarus and the rich man in the Gospel. At the lower center is the
Good Thief who was crucified with Christ. On the lower right is the Patriarch Ja-
cob.




The first Sunday after the Feast of Holy Pentecost is observed by the Orthodox
Church as the Sunday of All Saints. This day has been designated as a
commemoration of all of the Saints, all the Righteous, the Prophets, Apostles,
Martyrs, Confessors, Shepherds, Teachers, and Holy Monastics, both men and
women alike, known and unknown, who have been added to the choirs of the
Saints and shall be added, from the time of Adam until the end of the world, who
have been perfected in piety and have glorified God by their holy lives.

Background

Honoring the friends of God with much reverence, the Prophet-King David says,
"But to me, exceedingly honorable are Thy friends, O Lord" (Ps. 138:16). And the
Apostle Paul, recounting the achievements of the Saints, and setting forth their
memorial as an example that we might turn away from earthly things and from
sin, and emulate their patience and courage in the struggles for virtue, says,
"Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses,
let us lay aside every burden, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us
run with patience the race that is set before us'" (Heb. 12:1). This commemoration
began as the Sunday (Synaxis) of All Martyrs; to them were added all the ranks of
Saints who bore witness (the meaning of '""Martyr" in Greek) to Christ in manifold
ways, even if occasion did not require the shedding of their blood.

Therefore, guided by the teaching of the Divine Scriptures and Apostolic Tradition,
we honor all the Saints, the friends of God, for they are keepers of God's
commandments, shining examples of virtue, and benefactors of mankind.



Of course, we honor the known Saints especially on their own day of the year, as is evi-
dent in the Menologion. But since many Saints are unknown, and their number has in-
creased with time, and will continue to increase until the end of time, the Church has ap-
pointed that once a year a common commemoration be made of all the Saints. This is the
feast that we celebrate today. It is the harvest of the coming of the Holy Spirit into the
world; it is the "much fruit" brought forth by that "Grain of wheat that fell into the
earth and died" (John 12:24); it is the glorification of the Saints as '"the foundation of the
Church, the perfection of the Gospel, they who fulfilled in deed the sayings of the Sav-
ior" (Sunday of All Saints, Doxastikon of Vespers).

In this celebration, then, we reverently honor and call blessed all the Righteous, the
Prophets, Apostles, Martyrs, Confessors, Shepherds, Teachers, and Holy Monastics, both
men and women alike, known and unknown, who have been added to the choirs of the
Saints and shall be added, from the time of Adam until the end of the world, who have
been perfected in piety and have glorified God by their holy lives. All these, as well as the
orders of the Angels, and especially our most holy Lady and Queen, the Ever-virgin The-
otokos Mary, do we honor on this day, setting their life before us as an example of virtue,
and entreating them to intercede in our behalf with God, Whose grace and boundless
mercy be with us all. Amen.

OUR STEWARDSHIP, OFFERINGS, & DONATIONS
BELOVED MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY OF ST. GEORGE

EACH OF YOU SHOULD GIVE WHAT YOU HAVE DECIDED IN YOUR HEART TO
GIVE, NOT RELUCTANTLY OR UNDER COMPULSION, FOR GOD LOVES A
CHEERFUL GIVER. (2 CORINTHIANS 9:7)

Our stewardship, offerings, and donations are needed. PLEASE help your parish by con-
tinuing to offer your gifts! If you cannot come to church, you can simply go to our parish
website (https://saintgeorgeflint.org/) and donate on-line (or use the QR code below) or
you can bring or mail your offerings to St. George, 5191 Lennon Road, Flint, MI 48507.
As always, THANK YOU for your generosity and love of our St. George! Online Dona-
tions will accept Credit / Debit Cards or ACH (transfers from a banking account) and
can be set for automatic donations. Call the Church Office (810-732-0720) if you need
help with this.

Automatic Giving. Did you know most banks and credit unions offer automatic bill pay-
ment services? You can set it up so they send a check from your account to St. George for
the amount you designate. This can be a onetime event or done automatically weekly/
monthly. Just call or go online with your banking institution to get the form you need.
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Holy Oblation offered for

e 6 month memorial service for George Yacoub offered by Georgette Abueita and
her family.

o Khader and Lucy Abuaita for their health and the health of their family on the oc-
casion of their 40 year wedding anniversary.

o Members of the family of St. George church and their relatives
everywhere.

e All the sick and the suffering around the world.

e All Christians in the middle east.

PRAYER LIST

Prayers are offered for our parishioners who are ill, recovering, or in need, especially His
servants: Sahar Abdallah, Abeer Abuaita, Issa and Jane Abuaita, Soad Abuaita, Philip and
Janett Abuaita, Rasha Abuaita, Sami and Shafiqa Abuaitah, Fr. Joseph Abud, Georgette
Abueita, Youssif Abousamra, Basil Andoni, Naila Banna, Kristy Corcoran, Vera Daoud, Elias
Gantos, Subdeacon George and Suad Gantous, Phyllis Good, Lee Harris, Daisy Isaac, Danny
Mortensen, Karen Mortensen, Laura Nassar, Adam Odeh, Betty and Richard Ramsdale, Sdn.
Dr. Elie and Samia Sadik, Kelly and Steve Sanderson, Gary Stewart, Elaine Shaheen, Richard
Shaheen, Nancy and Michael Silpoch, Elias Qumseya, Anoud Rihani, our Catechumens who
are under instruction to become members of our Orthodox Faith: Maria Kirk; our Expectant
Parents: Christine and Matthew Krinock, Marianne and Samer Abuaita, Miar and Fadi
Odeh, Laila and Steven Ismair, and Michelle and Peter Shahin.

Departed this life in the hope of the resurrection and life eternal of our father's mother's
brother’s sister’s relative Sons daughters may the Lord God remember in his kingdom.
Newly departed: Dale Houck (5/6), Shafika Nassar Abulail (5/27) Vicky’s mom, Matia Abu-
aita (6/3), and Said Farah (6/6).

Live Streaming of Divine Services

St. George is open for all parishioners and visitors. If you cannot attend, please pray with us
through our livestream which can be seen on our YouTube Channel:

https://www.youtube.com/c/SaintGeorgeOrthodoxChurchFlintMI

If you have a smart TV, you actually have a web browser and YouTube app built in. All you
have to do is start the browser app for YouTube and put the link in the address bar.




